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a4, 50 Tat Reaſons will be Expetted 
5 Pi: why the following Letter is pub» 
„ liſhed. at this Time, when Que- 
dos of another Nature, and 
8 — much higher Concern, are the 
err grab gar cir 
of Bapriſm was the Queſtion in Diſpute.— The 
guccels. it then met with in convincing the 
Perſon to whom it was addreſſed, of the Neceſ- 
ſity of Lawful Baptiſm, and the happy Conſe- 
quence of that Baptiſin, viſibly appearing in a Life 
 anſwerable to the good Profeſſion ſhe then made 
before many Witneſſes, and bearing Teſtimony to 
che Truth of thoſe Principles, which prevailed, 
with her, Regslerly to come into, and faithfully 
adhere to the Church of England ever ſince: to 
Ty which 
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which if 0 . ed, ale / may) the Ne- 
queſt made by her and others, in hopes of ex- 
tending the like Good to ſuch as are in a like 
Caſe; theſe I fay may be pleaded as the Motives 
for communicating the ſame to the F buch. As 
therefore Zeal - for Truth, and ſincere Love of 
Souls is the ſole Inducement to its Publication, it is 
to be hoped ſo Diſintereſted a View will not prove 
an Occaſion of reviving any unhappy Contro- 
verſy which may gender Strife amongſt the 
Members of our-own Communion ; much te 
give Offence to any of our ſpiritual Guides, in 
Defence of whoſe lawful Authority the ſame is 
avowedly calculated and deſign'd. This Pre- 
caution were needleſs, did we not live in an Age: 
when ſome, even among themſelves, are ſo far 
from graſping at more Power, as is falſely and in- 
vidiouſly laid to their Charge by the Enemy, that 


many are too forward to give up their. Zuſt 


Rights. Had not this miſtaken Indulgence too 
long and too often preyail'd, and too large Con- 
ceſſions been made to the Adverſary, in Points 
deem eem'dleſs Eſſential to Chriſtianity, i it is more than 
probable; that we ſhould not now. be Reduced to 
ſtruggle for the very Eſſence of our Religion. 
But what elſe can we expect, if the Outworks 
be given up, and the Foundations caſt down ? 


of which Baptiſm doubtleſs is a principal. Part, 


if an Apoſtle may be beliey'd; Heb. vi. 
| - IT 
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miſe ſomething concerning the ſeveral Kinds of 
Perſons and Seats, who differ from our Church, 
either in Opinion, or Practice, in Relation to 
Baptiſm, and whoſe Benefit is more eſpecially 
aimed at in the enſuing Letter. 


1. AS for thoſe who look upon Baptiſm, as a 
thing in it ſelf Indifferent, a matter of meer Ce- 
remony, a civil Compliance only with the Cu- 
ſtom of the Country, attended with ſome little 
Temporal Benefit, but, for any ſpiritual Efficacy 
or Advantage, as an imaginary Pretence, rather 
to be laughed at than believ d; It is not expected 
that ſuch Men will read, or regard what is ſaid 
on this Subject; and to attempt a Conviction of 
theſe, would only expoſe the preciuu Pearls of 
our holy Religion to be trampled under their 
Feet. They muſt therefore be left to ſport them. 


ſelves with their own Deceivings, as an Apoſtle 
. ſpeaks, (2 Pet. xii. 18.) till the Terror of the Al- 
mighty ſhall rebuke , their Iniguit 57 and correct 


their Miſtake. 


BUT as to thoſe who, thro” Ignorance or 
Inconſideration, are fallen into the ſame low 
and falſe Notions of the Uſe and Necellity og 
Baptiſm; if this proceed from an Indolence of | 

[b 2 Spirit, 


Lr 
Spirit, rather than any . Contempt of 
this holy Ordinance, and from that In- 
difference for all things Sacred, which is the 
nius and Character of this prophane Age, it is 
hoped and to be wiſhed, that ſuch Gallios i in Re- 
ligion may be perſwaded to have ſo much Regard 
and Concern for themſelves, as to conſider, 10 
what End, they have been Baptized, and HOW. 
And, if they have not quite caſt of all Hopes or 
Belief of a better World than this, the lighteſt 
| Reflection will remind them, that Baptiſm is the 
[| firſt Entrance that leads thereto; that it is the Seal 
| of our Charter, the ſacred Inſtrument, by which 
our Inheritance in Heaven is ſettled upon, and 
| convey'd to us; that it muſt therefore be worth | 
their while, once in their Lives, to weigh well 
this Argument; that ſo, if they diſcover a Flaw 
| in their Baptiſm, they may in Time retrieve the 
Defect; or if in their Lives; they may reform 
the Defaul leſt in ether Caſs they al ſhon of 
{ the Promiſed Inheritance. 8 


A third Sort are they, who judge rightly 
[| enough of the Nature and Uſe of Baptiſm, but 
| not of the Authority of the Perſon, who is to 
1 Officiate, or Adminiſter the ſame; To ſuch more 
immediately the following Letter is addreſſ d and 
recommended. And herein the Low-Chutch Pro- ll 

teſtant, and rigid rar, however ce in 
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other Things, are equally concern d, as agrecing 
in the ſame Doctrine, altho not altogether on the 
ſame Principles; the ſuppoſed abſolute Neceſſity 
of Bapriſm, ' miſleading the one to admit of it 
from Any Hand;” and the ſuppos'd Indifference of 
the Adminiſtrator miſguiding the other: The 
Papiſt indeed has the Sanction of his Church to 
confirm his Error, and ſo may be the more Ex- 
cuſable, as following, in the Simplicity of his 
Heart, a Blind, tho pretendedly Infallible Guide; 

but the other ſeems to act inconſiſtently with 


the very Rule and Principles of his own Church, 


as well as contrary to the Truth. How far 
the Baptiſm among Papiſts , which has been 
Adminiſtred by a Lay-Hand; is to be deem'd 


valid, on the Warrant of ſuch; their Church's, ill 
grounded Sanction and Permiſſion, is a. Point 
worthy the Conſideration of ſuch as have been ſo 


baptized, and happen to become Proſelytes to 
our Church. It the Principles laid down in the 


following Letter be true, it ſeems neceſſary that 


they ſhould be baptized according to the Form 


appointed by our Church, when they apply to be 


| received a0 age nnen 


» 


IT cannot be ad That the Dieses them- 
ſelves do in Striftneſs maintain the Validity of 


Lay-Baptiſin; becauſe they do not permit the 


Power of Baptizing to any, but to their Miniſters 


Lb 3] or 


[wi] 


or preaching Elders. * Conyinee tliem that their 


Miniſters are no better than Lajmer, as not be: 
ing rightly erdained, and that their Separation is 
a real Scbiſin; tis te be preſumed that, on their 


ews. Principles, they: would readily and freely 
conſent to be baptized: by our Clergy; a their 


S 
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BUT it is an Unkappines; (or het tothe 
Church, but to themſelves, to be irregatarly 


"a. brought 
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ick (a Diſſenting RA Syno- 
mata; under the Title of ue 


* See Fab 
dicon in Gallia 


there is Wenner. 


Canon I. Bapriſn adminiſter d by an 223 
Fe il is wholly void and wu. 


| See allo Fahn Calvins Anſwer for the beehren of 
Geneva, to a Letter concerning e. 


« We Miniſters and Doctors amet 
% neu, . ACCO e with our Brethren come from 
«« the National Synod of Lyons, being met together 
in the Name of God, after'that we had heard that 
« Caſe of Conſcience propoumled to us, Whether 


— 0 Baptiſm adminiſtered by private Perſons, without 


* Office in the Church of God, ought, to be reiterated, 


«oy nos; did unanimouſly declare this our 7 
Fhat ſuch a Baptiſm. did not in any wile agree 
with the N our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


ec therefore conſequent! is of no Force, Power, Va- 


'« lidity, or Effect; or the Child ought to be 


« brought 


1 1 
brought in within her Pale, A be ſuffered rather 
to climb ug ſome other ua yinto the true Sheep. fold, 
than to enter by the Door of legitimate Baptiſm, 
That hereby they run a Hazard of infinite Im- 
portance, ſeems at, leaſt. probeþle,; and cannot 
with, any Certainty be denied. But, if, on the 
other hand, the Hazard of Rehaptization be ob- 
jected, this is a Difficulty the Church herfelf has 
provided againſt, by that conditional Form ſhe has 


appointed for authentiestint ſuch Baptiſtas as are 
27 een or defciewn in aux or 


If thou art mt. * FEY, mo: 1 
baptize thee in the Name of the Fro and. of 


the toy en 9 75 
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«© brou Wane onda to be 6; 
<6, bought to 1 3 the 22 e's of 2 
„ craments, from the Paſter's Qffica, is as if ane ſhould 
« tear out a Seal to make uſe of it, without the 
« Commiſſion or Letters, Patent to which it was af- 
1 — I Ge 1 ra Be 4 
% of our :LoxD; 
„ no. Man put This for, and in the Name 
« of, all the Aſſembiy. | | 
5 John Calvin. 


NB. They that produce Calvin's Authority to 
vouch. for the. Uſe of Confirmation, cannot but 


the like Deference to his Judgment with reſdeck 
the Invalidity of Lay-Bapriſm. 


11 

IN the Rubrick which preſcribes this Form 
(q. v.) it is ſaid, that Baptizing with Water, in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, are eſſential Parts of Bap- 
tiſm; and that if there be any Uncertainty as to 
any of the eſſential Parts, then, and in that Caſe, 
the conditional Form is to be uſed. Now, ſup- 
poling the Caſe of a Perſon cbiſmatically bap- 
rized, who is applying to be received to the Peace 
and Communion of the Church; if ſuch a one 
be perſuaded in his Mind (and for that very 
reaſon is deſirous to renounce his Schiſin) that 
the Authority of the Adminiſtrator is one of the 
Eſſentials in Baptiſm, however the Miniſter.of 
our Church, that he applies himſelf to, may dif- 


fer in Opinion, it cannot but ſem more ſafe for 


either fide, as well as more agreeable to Peace 
and Moderation, to ſteer between the two Ex- 
tremes; and ſo to admit ſuch Convert by the 


5 or hetical Form, which the Church's . 
n has allowed in every dubious Caſe. 


THE Dipputes which have ariſen in the Church 


concerning the Validity of Baptiſms: conferred by 


'#nauthorized Hands, cannot but miniſter juſt 
Ground of Doubt and Scruple. When we ſee 
two great Saints and Lights of the Primitive 


Age ſo divided in their Opinions on this Que- 
ſtion, and hear the great St. Auguſtin ſo warmly 


oppoling 


-L =P 

oppoling the Judgment of the great St. Criar, 
andof the whole Council of Carthage, what won- 
der if a Perſon that thinks himſelt concerned in 
diſquieting Uncertainty, concerning the Suffici- 
ency of his own Baptiſin: And if the Arguments 
or Authority of ſuch of our Clergy as are moſt 
complaiſant to their diſſenting: Brethren, have 
not Weight enough to remove ſuch Scruple and 
Uncertainty, it is preſumed the conditional Bap- 
tiſm cannot in juſtice be denied him, eſpecially 
by thoſe who love to diſtinguiſh theraſelves by 
an Indulgence to tender Conſciences, If ſuch De- 
ference be paid to Conſciences, that not only 
Church in her Worſhip, but reject her Admi- 
niſtrations, and refuſe all Obedience to her Au- 
thority; it cannot but ſeem reaſonable, that as 
kind a Condeſcention ſhould be ſhewn to one, 
whoſe Conſcience is diſfatisfied with his Bapriſis 
ſehiſmatically received, and is become an hum- 
dle Candidate to have that Defect ſupplyd. For 
however Judgments may differ as to the Eflen- 
tiality of the Adminiſtrator, it is on all hands 
agreed, that Faith is an Indiſpenſable Requilite to 
make that Sacrament effectual to the Receiver, 
and that no Room HOOP eee 
Ss Row, aj I, e 8 
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IT would fell this Diſcourſe into a Vabeg 
ſhould I enter into the Senſe of Antiquity con- 
cerning irregular Baptiſms: But it is very well 
obſerved by the reverend 'Tranflator of St. Cy- 
priams Works, & That our modern Diſſenters 
cc have no Encouragement to depend upon the 
* Validity of their Miniſtrations, from any thing 
that was then ſaid or done concerning ſuch 
< Baptiſms. For although St. Cyprian's Opinion 
4 ſhould be wrong, in rejecting . heretical and 
 ſchiſmatical Baptiſms, which had the epiſcopal 
0. Authority to vouch for them, it will not there- 
& tore follow that their Opinion is right, who 
allow ſuch ſchiſmatical or heretical Baptiſma, 
<« as are wholly deſtitute of epiſcopal Kann 
= and celebrated even in Defiance of it. Nt 


IF St. Oprien, "i all the Keen 2s wel 
as African Churches, were in the right, as I am 
perſuaded they were; in this Queſtion, notwith- 
ſtanding the Oppoſition of Stephen then Pope 
of Rome, and all that St. Auguſtin, has ſaid to 


the * tlys if Baptiſms 
ne. Fa e . * 


In his Treatiſe . Donatus; - bis whole 50 
gument turns upon a ſuppoſed ere 2 0 y of 
Baptiſm, which our Church doth not old: 

the fame Principle which made him judge ſo harſhly 
of the Caſe of unbaptixed Infants; and that is enough 


to confute it. 


L471 
adminiſter d out of the Church, though by epiſ- 


copal Hands, were null and void; how much 


more muſt ſuch Baptiſms be abſolute Nullities, 
chat are given by Perſons who are neither in the 
Church, nor ever received any la,“ Or 
tion 7. The Lay-Baptiſms ſometime allow'd 
of in the Primitive Church, are no Precedents 
to warrant the Practice of our Diſſenters; they 
were only diſpenſed with in Caſes of Neceſſry, 
and none had ever Permiſſion to uſe ſuch a Power, 
but Perſons within the Church, and rightly Bap- 
tized | themſelves, - \{who... had: Lavacrum Inte-. 
grum, according to Concil. Eliber. Can48. ] 
But this is not the Caſe of our Lay-Baptizets 7 it | 
is certain they, have No Neceſſity to plead... As to 

their on Baptiſm, whether competent; and en- 
tire or not, let them look to it; and as to theit' 
being z the Church, or ont of it, I ſhall only: 
refer their Friends and Patrons to Dr. S fh De- 
finition of a Church in his Chriſtias Life, Part il. 
Vol. IL uz. . That it is one univerſal Society 


ee ee neee e nd 


Ne Covenant in Baptiſtn, under Jeſus Chris 


< irs ſuprame Head, and diſtributed mä v dc. 


« ful Governors and Paſtors into particular 
« Churches, holding Communion with each 
« other, in all the Eſſentials bs er Faith, 
< Werkipavd — r 41983 $0 
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ofity or Contention; but a fincere Love of Truth 


and InfiruQtion; to be farther informed in theſe 
Matters, than is poſſible to croud into this Diſ- 
courſe, let him read the Doctor's Explanation 
of the foregoing Definition , particularly what 


he faith on the Article of Bapriſm. Let him 
read alſo the ſeveral Epiſtles of St. Cyprian on 
chat Subject from the fixty-ninth to che End, 
with his Account of the Council of Car- 
. and Dr. | MarſhaP's Diſſertation! thereon, | 


| 1 Dil fees Mag hodes of ande Mit br 


people, Who greatly err, as to the Doctrine of 


Baptiſm ; and theſe are the Anabayrifts. But 
Time, and the Compaſs of a Preface, will not 
ro enter the Liſts with them. Nor 


permit 
would there need any other Argument to con- 


vince. them, did they but rightly underſtand the 


' Natyre and Deſign of Baptiſm 3 What the Chriſtian 
Covenant means, particularly the great Privileges 


and Advantages of the Baptiſmal Engagement, 
and hat is the true Conſtitution of the Church 
or Kingdom of Chriſt. I fay, a right Ap- 
prehenſion of thoſe three Things, which have al- 
ready been touched upon, would ſoon cure them 
ot their three-fold Error; namely, iſt. their De- 
nial of Baptiſm to Infants. adly, Rebaptization 


of 


L L xii 1. 


of ſuch AP a: as fall awry to them 
from the Church of Exgland: And, 3dly, pre- 
ſuming to baptize at all, without lawful Nabe 


rity. — Theſe Things I leave to their ſerious 


Conſideration, and pals on to, 


A 5th Sort of Perſons, who. ſo err concerning 
Baptiſm, as to deny the very Uſe. of it to be ne- 
ceſlary, — Theſe are our Quakers; a People 
for whom my Soul grieves and mourns in ſe- 
cret, as the greateſt Objects of Chriſtian Com- 
paſſion, and for whoſe ſake chiefſy I have taken 
upon me to prefix this Diſcourſe before the 
following Letter, although their Caſe be not | 
ſtrictly pertinent to the Subject of it. The 
noted Integrity of their Morals, the general Up- 
rightneſs of their Dealings, the Plainneſs and Sim. 
plicity of their, Garb and Converſation, joined 
wich a remarkable Sagacity and Prudence, as 
well as Meekneſs and Peaceableneſs of Beha- 
viour, has often and often made me wiſh that 
they might be ſer right in ſuch Points, as have 
excluded them from the Communion of our 
Church; that ſo they might be not only almoſt, 
but altogether Chriſtians: And I am perſuaded, 
that, with thoſe natural Wm they already pol- 
ſeſs (to the Reproach of too many of our own 
Church) they would do Honour to Chriſtianity. 


But, if I may preſume, 2 T7 own amen. 


a. Hl. to. A. tt. 


muſt freely confeſs, that, as yet, I have not Gen 
thoſe el Points between them and us & 
cleared up, as may yield them a full and ſuffz- 
cient Satisfaction: Our own Principles have nat 
ther been ſo well explained, as toconvince them; 
nor theirs ſo anſwered, as to confate them. 


THE Streſs of the Whole ſeems to lie upon 
thoſe two noted Queſtions: 1ff, Concerning the 
Spirit, or Eight, within ; ; and, 2002 The, we of the | 


h ee 


GOD forbid 1 mould take upon me to con- 

demn the Labourg of any, who $604 taken 
to ſet them tight in theſe and the other Articles, 
wherein they differ from us; particularly a Book 
juſt publiſhed; called. A Preſtrvative againſt Aue 
teriſin, which is well written, and charitably, de- 
ſigned. - — But, with humble Submiſſion, I can- 
not but {tilt thigk, the Quakers have the Adyan- 
tage as. to many of the Texts they produce in 
their Defence,, concerning the Inward Light, 
and Illumination of” the Spirit ; their Miſtake not 
ſo much in their Notion, and Proofs for 
ſupporting that Notion, as in their Application 
of it to rhemſelves. Granting, therefore, what 
many of our Wtiters are ſo loth to grant, that 
the Seated they alledge, do in general prove 
what Wy hold, we need fear no ham to our 
own 


. 
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admitting thoſe Texts they make. ule of, we 
ſhall find therm te et Wor to tat 
our on Opiniots, and overthrow theirs. | 


WE grant then the Scriptures do ſay, that 
Chriſt is the true Light, bal lighterh every Mas 
that comerh into the World : That, the Spirit bear- 
eth Witneſs with our Spirit, that e are the Chil- 
dren of God ( Rom. vill. 16.) that, hereby ur 
uo that we dwell in bim, and be in us, becauſe 
be bath gives ut his Spirit; (1 John, iv. 13.) and 
(v. 6.) Ir & the Spivic that bearerb Witneſs, le- 
cauſt the Spirit it Trurb: And we do alfo allow, 
that theſe, and many fuch Pathges to the fathe 
Effect, do clearly prove there is a Ligbi, even an 
Inward Light beſtowed on us; yea, plainly fele 
by thoſe, who are ſo happy as to have the blelld 
Spirit wit them. Bur then the Qyeſtion lics 
here: Who are they chat have this Spirit? the 
Qrakers only, or We ? or all Mankind indiffe- 
rently? If not a!! Mey alike, as the Quakers 
themſelves tnuſt needs mean and confeſ by their 
confining this Privilege to ETD and 
excluding others; How chen, and by what 
Means is the Spirit obtain'd? If it be by. Na- 
ture, then all Men would be equally Smd to 
it; and fo there would have been no need of 
Revelnion, or Teachers, of Meetings for the 

eng fake 


fake of Inſtruction, nor for the Quakers com- 
bining into Societies, and ſeparating from the 
reſt of the World. Now it appears from the 
very Proots they quote out of 1 Job iv. 13. 
that this Spirit is a Git; and therefore not na- 
tural to us, but of Grace, and the free Gift of 
God: For it is ſaid, He (that i is, God) hath 
GIveEN us of his Spirit. And whom hath he 
given it to?-— Not to Any, or to Mankind in 
general; but to Us, ſaith the Apoſtle: which cer- 
tainly. muſt mean, Us Chriſtians. For of theſe, 
ſpeaking of them, incluſively with himſelf (and 
of theſe only) he faith, WE know that WE 
Il in him, and be in Us, ec. If then this 
Spirit be given to Chriſtians only, and ſo not to 
any others, much leſs to all Mankind without 
Diſtinction; the next Queſtion is, Who are Chri- 
ſtians? and what is it that differences a Chriſtian 
from the reſt of the World? We anſwer with } ;; 
Chriſt (Mark xvi. 16.) He that believer, and iu 
baptized; that is, Faith in Chriſt and Baptiſm, | 1 
14 is the Mark and Character of a Chriſtian. Again, | « 
i Bt the Perſons whom St. Paul wrote his Epiſtle to, þ 
'| [where he faith, The Spirit beareth Witneſs with I 2 
our Spirit, that we are the Children of God] were | T 
3 doubtleſs Chriſtians, as he himſelf was one; he |} 
1 would not elſe have ſaid, Ou x Spirit, &c. I c. 
F and that WE are the Children of God. And n 
bo was St. Paul himſelf made a Chriſtian; - tt 
{| a8 « 
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( here be calls it) « Child of God? read 431 K. 


and there we ſhall find it was by Baptiſm. How 


did he make others Chriſtiant, ox Diſciples of Chriſt? 


read As xix. and you will find it was by Baptiſin 
As Bapriſm then was the Means inſtituted by our Sa- 


viour, for making Diſciples or Chriſtians ( ſee Mars. 
' xxviii, fo was it by the Apoſtles practiſed according 


to that Appointment, and ſame Pur- 


for the very 


poſe; and ſuch ee as are thus made Chri- 


IFR be asked, How © comes 1 to have 
this Effect ? the way to underſtand this muſt be 
a right, Notion of the Fall of, Man and Original 
Sin, and of the Doctrine of the Spiritual Life. 
Theſe are very copious, and too much diſputed 
Points, for which there is not Room here, except 
in as few Words as poſſible. The Perfection and 
Happineſs of Man, before his Fall, conſiſted in 
his having this very holy Spirit of God, as a Prin- 
ciple of Divine Life within him ; this Life by Sin 
he loſt, and in that Reſpect is properly ſaid to Die, 
and to Fall, as a dead Thing naturally doth. —- 
To raiſe Man again from this Spiritual Death, and 
ſo, to reunite him to God, could no way be ac- 
compliſhed, but by reſtoring to him again he 
leſſed Spirit of Gad, which he had Loſt. But 


the © Holy Spirit of Wiſdom will not dwell in a 
« Body that is ſubject unto Sin. To remove this 


26. on ai Jeſus Chriſt, che Second Perſon in 
[c3] the 


_— - _ — — a * — — —— a - - 
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the Holy Trinity, undertook to make Atone- 
1 ment for the Sin of Man; and afterwards, made 
Wi - good his Promiſe by the aftual Sacrifice of him-# 
1 ſelf upon the Croſs. pen by thus dying for” 
fl | us, he had expiated our Guilt, and ſatisfied the 
1 Divine Juſtice, ſo making Peace; and had com- 

| pleated the whole Work of our Redemption, and 
taken away the Sin of the World, he then a- 
ſcended wich Triumph, into Heaven, and from 
Thence ſent down; as the Purchaſe of his merito- 
| rious Sufferings, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; this 
{ being the Gift, which, on bit leading. Captivity, ' 
ö Captive, he received for Men. But altho his Sa- 
cred Blood was ſhed for the Sins of the Whole 
| World, yet his bleſſed Spirit was not to. be given 
e. all, but to ſuchonly as firſt believed, and were 
0 then baptized. Faich and Baptiſin were the re- 
' 


{4 | "4 
"i "7 
| 
| 
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gular and appointed Means for receiving him. 
and chis will appear very plain to any Docile and 
Ingenuous Reader of the Scriptures, eſpecially the 
Ads and the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. | 


IN Baptiſin then the Spiritual Life, which 
had ben loſt by the Fall, is now regained : By 
| Baptiſm it is, we are born again of Water and the 
; Holy Ghoſt; the Water repreſenting the myſtical iſ | 
| 1 waſhing away of our Sins, to prepare us for the 
| li Reception of the Holy Spirit; and the Hoy 
. | Spirit ſanctifying our Perſons, and becoming, as ve 
110 11 _—_ a Principle of new Life within us. 
its 2 | | BUT 


-> 


k xix } 


BUT «4 Life itſelf is not ſufficient, without 
Action and Strength, to perform the Functions 
proper to ſuch a Life, nor that Strength ſufficient, 
without Light, to ſee both our Duty and Defects; 
there is till a farther Means appointed, whereby 
we are to receive the Holy Ghoſt for both thoſe 
Ends; in à fuller and more extraordinary Manner; 
and that is CONFIRMATION - Then it is, that 
this Bleſſed Spirit /o unites himſelf to our Spirit, 
ſo takes Poſſeſſion of our Bodies, which before 
were conſecrated to God in Baptiſm, as to make 
them from thence · forward to become bis Temples ; 
then it is, he enables us both to &xow and to do; 
that is, gives both Light and Strength to perform 
that folemn Vow we firſt made in Baptiſm, and 
afterwards renew in Confirmation: ſo that no 
Perſon. whaiſ,ever, nor even any Chriſtians, but 
ſuch as have faithfully uſed theſe Means, and 
made this Progreſs (who are therefore called in 
Scri ture Ti xc, or Perfect, Phil. iii. 15. whence 
among the Primitive Chriſtians, ſuch as had been 
Baptized and Confirmed, were called Tau 10g, 
or Perſected) can properly, or with Truth tay, — 
The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with OuR' Spirit 
that Wk are the Children of God; and this, be- 
cauſe the Holy Spirit is become intimately united 


to their Spirit. Again, ſuch Chriſtians, and none 


* can truly ſaJerely WE know that WE 
dwell 
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that lighteth every Man that cometh into the 


in, not only Chriſtians, but all Mankind, of what 


bgbteth every Man, as he is Tag Light: or, 4 


[** 
dwell in Him, and He in Us, becauſe He hath 
given Us of His Spirit, with a great many like 
Expreſſions which occur in St. Jubn, ec. Such 
2 Chriſtian knows and feels this to be true, and 
therefore can boldly ſay, and moſt * apph 
ſuch Expreſſions to Fe 1 


THERE are two Things more Mel be 
touched upon, which for Want of Attention on 
either Side the Queſtion, ſerve to wer fin ern 
n 


Firſt; The Manner and Kind of Lighs, which 
the Scripture attributes to CHRIST, and that 
which is aſcribed to the HoLY GHOST. _ 


NOW Curr is faid to be, rhe rrue Light, 


World. Which undoubtedly is true in the utmoſt 
Extent of the Senſe; and fo univerſal, as to take 


Sort or Denomination ſoever. But this cannot 
properly be faid of rbe Spirit. CHR indeed 


he elſewhere adds, THE Treth; it being the pro- 
per Office of the Sox, as he is the Logos, ot 
WoRrD of Gop, todifpenſe all Light whatſoever, 
whether Rational or Spiritual, where y natural 
as well as divine Truths are diſcerned by, of 


- Commu 
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DL Ki 
communicated to the Mind of Man. And bis 
Light ſo ſhines upon all Sorts of Men, that there 
are none, whether Chriſtians or Gentiles, but by 
the Rays thereof have Light ſufficient to ſee and 
know the Inviſible Things of God from the Crea- 
tion of the World, being underſtood by the Things 
that are made, even his Eternal Power and God- 
bead (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. i. 2.) ſa that 
they are without Excuſe, who ſee it Not by this 
Common Light, which the Son of God, who is 
Right Ree/on itſelf, has imparted to All. But the 
Office of the Holy Spirit, is to Enlighten, which 
is ſomething more than it is to Light, or barely 
give Light; that is, the Holy Ghoſt applies to 
the Mind, that Light, which CRI gives ; it 
being the pecutiar Office of the Spirit of Carter 
to pH thoſe Benefits and Graces, which Chriſt 
is the Author and Diſpenſer of. * But this he 


does 


0 8 to the Diſtinction we find in St. Auguſt. 
eee l. 2. Lumen illuminans, and Lumen 
iluminarum. Chriſt in Himſelf being Lumen, or the 
ght; his Holy 1 the Iluminans, or Enlightner, 
by whom that if ht-is infuſed and applied. In the 
other Branch of the Diſtinction, Lumen may ſtand 
for the Light of Reaſon, the natural Power of our 
Uederfoacieg to apprehend and diſcern Truth: and 

by illuminarum, we may conceive the ſame. forementi- 
on'd iluminative Act of the Holy Ghoſt, by which the 
Rational Faculties of Man receive a further ee of 
Light, even the Spiritual and Divine. And this Diſtinction 
is confirmed by that Remark of our Saviour, Matt. vi. 

22, 


— 
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the Eieck People of God, that is, ſuch as belie de in 


[ =} 


does only to particular Perſons, whom our 
Church, in Conformity with the Scriptures, calls 


Chrift, and are baptized. Theſe alone are qua- 
lified to receive ſuch Iſlumination of the Spirit; 
for which Reaſon it was, that Bapriſm is by the 
Apoſtle called Euligbrening, becauſe then it was, 
that ſuch Illumination was given by the Spirit. 
And this appeared in ſo evident a Manner in the 
primitive Times, as made Bapriſm and Ex- 
lightening become Synonymous Terms, and 
Words of the fame Importance. See Heb. vi. 4. 
See alſo Chap. x. 32. where the fame Word 
[#&],0Hir7s] is rendered illaminated and 
to let us ſee that ſuch Illumination, or Exlightening 
was the immediate Gift of the Holy Ghoft, in 
Baptiſm and Confirmation, how often does the 
ſacred Hiſtory inform us, of Perſons ſpeaking 
with other Tongues, and propheſying, after they 


22, 23. if attentively conſidered. After mentioning 
the Pye, as the Organ whereby all ſenſible Light is 
convey'd to the Body, he thence takes an Occaſion 
to mention The Light Id ns, to wit, Reaſon, which 
is the Light of the Mind — that if This be Darkneſs, 
that is, be exſtinguiſhed by moral Corruptions, how 
great is Tux [hot rhar, as we render it] Darkneſs ! 
namely, the natural Darkneſs and Ignorance of out 
Paſſions, &c. which can receive do Light and Guidance 
but from our Reaſon. ah 


were 
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NS 
were n 
laid aon them. See Ads xi. &. 113 


THIS ſhort Account, ſers the 6 Ofco- 
nomy of our Redemption ia ſuch a Light; As 
likewiſe the Parts and Offices which 
the ever-bleſſed Trinity bears therein, as will, it 
is. humbly hoped, convince. the Quakers, - 
altho it. be, true, what. they ſay in general of the 
Spirit, and Light uurbin, yet that it is. morally 
impoſſible THEN ſhould be poſſeſſed of it, while 
they not only neglect, but prafeſſedly reject the 
only proper and effectual Means for receiving it. 
We undoubtedly have the Proper Means, and We 


_ uſe them. but, to our Shame it muſt be; owned, 


that it doth» not appear by: or Lives, thut we 
have any ſuch Light, or any ſuch. Sign or Gift. of 


_ the Holy, Ghoſt, Yea, ſuch Strangers are we 


grown to this bleſſed Privilege, that inſtead of 
ſtirring up the Gift that is in us, and was received 
by Baprifſn; and Impoſition of Hands, there is ſcarce 
One in a Thauſind, wha, fo much as pretends to 
have it, or even knaws: what it means: aa if like 
thoſe Twelve Diſciples Se. Paul met at Epheſar, 
they had not ſ muth as beard,, whether there. be 
any Holy & be: Yea, inftead of endeavouring in 
the Spirit of Charity, to convinee Gainſayers by 
proper Arguments, ot the more perſuaſive Rher 
torick of a burning and ſbining Light in their 

Lives 
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Lives and Converſations, they banter and ridicule 
all Pretenſions to the Holy Spirit, as an idle * 
and mere Enthuſiaſm. 


e 


Secondly, ANOTHER Thing which ſeems to 
caſt Duſt in the Eyes of both Parties, is, too ge- 
neral and indiſtin& a Notion of the Nature of 
Faith ; and this alſo is beſt explained by the 
Doctrine of the Spiritual Life ; that Maſter- Key, 
and belt Interpreter of the Scriptures, the ſureſt 
Guide, and only Standard of Faith in all Re- 
ligious Diſputes. ® — but as ſuccinctly as 
poſſible.” | | | 


"FAT TH, is two-fold ; = Hi rte. This, 
in Matters of Religion, is an honeſt and ſincere 
Aſſent to the ſeveral Facts related in Scripture, 


concerning the CD of the 9 the F al 


e 


were Spirit and Life (John, vi: 63.) that the Oracles, 
J God are lively, or rather, Living Oracles, (Acts vii. 
380 [Aci Carre] and a Fiery, or ſpiritual Law. 
(Deut. xXxxiii. 2,) We are alſo commanded, ro ſpeak 
as theſe Oracles. (1 Pet. iv. 11») Whoever therefore 
does ſo, muſt needs come nearelt to the Standard of 
Truth, for he ſpeaks and thinks as Chriſt did, who 
is Truth itſelf, and gave us thoſe Oracles. And none 


can do this, but by Means of the Spiritual Life ; Spi- 


ritual Things being only ſpiritually Aſcerned. I Cor. ii. 14- 


of 


ule 
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of Man, the Flood, the Prophecies, &. the 
Birth, the Life, the Sayings, the- SuTerings and 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, &c. that he ſent his 
Apoſtles to convert the World, appointed Bap- 
tiſm as the Method of making Chriſtians, or 
admitting Believers into his Church; and that 
he ſhall come again at the Laſt Day to judge the 
World. Theſe, Things, and ſuch others, which 
are recorded in the Scriptures, are the objects 
of Hiſtorical Faith; and theſe Things every 
Man of competent Underſtanding, and Mind 
unprejudiced by vicious Habits and Paſhons, may 
very eaſily apprehend by the mere Light | of 
Reaſon, that Light, which, as we faid, is given 
us by the Logos or Sox of God, to light every 
Man, that will but open his Eyes, and * 
love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe his 
Deeds are evil. This Faith therefore is alſo 
called a Rational, or Speculative and Mora/ 
Faith; and ſuch à Faith as this, may, and in- 
deed muſt, precede, and go before Baptiſm ; and 
as Mr. Smith & has ſufficiently prov'd, & does not 
c ſtand in need of any immediate Light from the 
« Spirit.” But this Faith, if it proceed no further 
than a mere Act of Believing, is not ſufficient 
to — Ic prey out the * . 


—— — 
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CN 
and /hews us the Sxviour, as che BI did to 
his Diſciples, Bebel #he Laub of 'Goid; but 
does not unite us te hit, fo as to make us 
his Members, the Children of God, and che In- 
beritorr of the Kingdvm of Herve; in a Word, 
it does not eonfer on us the Spinal Lift; dots 
not make us Chriſtians, and Parr alone of the 
Holy Ghoſt : This is only done by, . 


2. A ſaving Pajth, As the foirmer . 
Baptifm, and duly entitles the Believer thereto, 
this ſaving or efficacious Feith is the Conſequence 
atid Effect of that Ordinance. By Baptiſta our 
Souls being revivd, and made Loving Sowlry-25 
was ſaid of Adum, when God brrutiid into hin 
the Breath of Life (that is che Huy Ghoſt); 6 
our Faith, that before was barely ſpeculative, 
and a kind of dead Faith (fiich as even Devils 
are allowed to have, and tremble). is by the 
Holy Spirit quicꝭ ned and made a being Faith. 
The peculiar Atiribute of the Spirit is, che Giver 
of Life; and as at the Creation, by moving on 
the Face of the deep, he commuricated a Prin- 
ciple of Eiſr and Motion, to the: Rvetal: Spe- 
cies: of Creatures, fo now by like Energy 
£comminicared to the Waters of Baptiſim, he 
gives a lively and faving Efficacy to our Faith. 


L To 


L 


To 3 E this nde Tract ſhalt hapy 
pen to fall into the Hands of any Quaker, I do 
moſt 'earneſtly beſeech them, in the Bowels of 
Feſus Obrift,' calmly ta weigh what is here of- 
fered to their Conſideration. As the Sentiments 
come nearer to their own Principles, than any 
that perhaps have yet appeared, and the 
Subſtance of the Diſpute is here reduced into 
ſo narrow s Compag, it is to be hoped they 
will ſo far condeſcend to the Light held out to 
them by à ſincere Friend, as to examine impar- 
tially the Truth and Natute of bar Light, and 
that Spirit, which they lay Claim to, and feem 
to engroſd to themſelves. If ſerting apart all 
Pride and Prejudice, they indeed attend to that 
Light within, which we have-call'd Right Rea- 
ſon; if, to affiſt their Reaſox, they honeſtly and 
meekly read the holy Scriptwrer”; if they pray 
earneſtly to God to open their Under ſtandings, 
ind diſpel all Miſts of Error and Prepoſieſſion, 
it is not to be doubted, ſeeing they are a People 
ſcemingly fo deſirous of the Holy Spirit, and ſo 
willing to be "ex/ightened, bat chat God will 
vouchſafe to lead them into all Truth; firſt con+ 
Spirit, is the Holy Szerament of Baptiſan ;" and 
then in, and by the Uſe of the proper inſtituted 

[d 3] Means 
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Means, fill them indeed, as he did che firſt 
Chriſtians, ich the og * 


| The Neceſſity of Brevity in a prefiory Dix 
courſe, has oblig d me not oniy to omit many 
Things of great Weight and Importance, but to 
be perhaps too obſcure in what has been offered 
to the Conſideration of the ſeveral Perſons con- 
cern'd. But as theſe that are written, are in- 
tended only for hints, ſuch Readers as are truly 
ſerious, and touch'd with a ſincere Love and De- 
fire of Truth, will take in good Part what is 
ſaid, and find it ſufficient, at leaſt, to point out 
the Way. But as for thoſe, who are contenti- 
ous, and full of themſelves, the little that has been 
faid, is too much: More would irritate, and no- 
thing convince. =— I ſhall therefore cloſe all, 
with repeating what I have choſen for the Motto 
to this Eſſay, Go WASH in the Pool of Siloam 
(which is by Interpretation, SE NT) he went his 
Way therefore, and waſhed, and came SEEING.-- 
Were the Will of Chriſt, contain'd in this 
Command to the blind Man, rightly underſtood; 
were the Example of Obedience in the Man, 
the happy Effect, which bore Witneſs to the 
Efficacy of ſuch Command, and of ſuch ready 
Obedience, duly conſidered; and the interpreted 
Senſe, which the Word Siloam ſuggeſts, under- 
ern any other argu- 


ment 


L xxix } 


ment to prevail on all, that are yet unenlightened 


by lawful Baptiſm, to apply, for the Cure of their 


Blindneſs, to ſuch as are SENT. And the lawful 
Meſſengers and Miniſters of Chriſt [s: Art- 
rave, the Apoſtolically Sent] would Receive 
ſach Candidates with open Arms, with a pious 
joy, and not to doubtful Diſputations. 
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The Printer giving Ne there 
o,, be tavo or three ſpare 
Leaves, I have taken Occa- 


_ fon to add what follows, 


way of Caveat to a pts 
TOs ion. 


/ N E of the main Arguments by which 
7 the Patrons of Lay-Baptiſm think to over- 

throw the contrary Opinion, is, not on.. 
ly the Uncharitableneſs thereof, as they call it, 
but the Uzchriſtianizing all the Foreign Reformed 
Churches, who have not the Benefit of Epiſco- 
pal Ordination. 5 


To this Charge I anſwer in the Words of the 


Reverend Mr. Cantrel, in his Treatiſe of the 


Invalidity of Lay-baptiſm of Diſſenting Teathets, 
print 
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printed at Nottingham, 1714. Pp. 66.— That the 
Aſſerters of the Invalidiry of Lay-Baptiſm have 
the Charity to believe, that God will make 


great Allowances to thoſe Perſons, who in other 
Countries, or formerly in our own; were not ſo 


happy as to receive the true Epiſcopal Baptiſm ; 
they very heartily lament their Misfortune (as 
all good Men ought to do) and are well aſſured 


that God is not tied to his Inſtitutes, tho he 
has tied Us; and therefore where Men have not 


an Opportunity of receiving the true Epiſcopal 


Baptiſm, or were ignorant of the Want of ir, 
and believ'd the Baptiſm they had received, was 


good and valid, and lived according to the Laws 


of the Goſpel; it is to be hoped, that a God of 


infinite Mercy will conſider, and reward their 
pious Intentions accordingly : For it is not, I 
believe, the mere Want of Baptiſin, but the wil- 


ful Slight and Contempt of it, when it may be 
had, and eſpecially when it is offered, that riſques 
"a Man's eternal Salvation. Why may not ſach 


Perſons, as believe Chriſtianity, and practiſe the 
Duties of it, and would have true Epiſcopal 


| Baptiſm, if they could, or were made ſenſible of 


their Obligation to receive it; why, I lay, might 
not, and may not ſuch, he eſteemed as the Ca- 


tecbumens in the primitive Church? Who, tho 


they died, (as certainly ſome did) before they had 
received Baptiſm, yet becauſ 2 they conducted 
their 


U Keri! 
their Lives conformably to Chriſtianity, and did 
intend to be admitted into the Baptiſmal Cove- 
nant, when an Opportunity ſhould offer it ſelf, 
the Church therefore did believe, that God would 
ſbew them Mercy. And the fame Mercy, I truſt 
God will ſhew to ſuch, who here, or elſewhere, 
never had the Benefic of true Baptiſm. For 


ſince the Neglect was not their own; but their 


Parents Fault, or the Circumſtances of Time and 
Place, were, or are, ſuch; as make Neceſlity 
pleadable ; I ſay, in Caſes of that Nature, my 
Charity inclines me to hope the beſt, and I 
leave ſuch to God's uncovenanted Mercy, to a 


yond i L 


THIS 45 er 
Univerſity of Oxford, by chat Paſſage in their 
Letter to the Genevans, ® wherein they ac- 
quaint them, that it is very far from them to 
pals too ſevere a Cegſure upon thoſe Foreign 
Churches, which upon the Account of an un- 


* Alieniſimum eft a noſtr4 Charitate A e illas 
Reformatas, que ineluctabili neceſſitatis e adate 4 
Primævd Epiſcopalis Regiminis forma, * ſponte 
ſul receſſerunt, tanquam legitimis Paſtoribus aus Sa- 
cramentis rite adminiſtratis Penitus deſtitutas, rigidi 
nimis Cenſurs damnare. 


avoidable 


b is be- 


- 


[x xxxly, | 
avoidable Neceſlity, want the primitive Form 
of Government, i. e. Epiſcopacy.. They chari- 
tably hope, That God will conſider that Ne- 
cellity, where it really. is, and will be pleaſed 
0, make Allowances for it; and ſo they reter 
A our common Maſter. 


— — 


o — 
2 ” — 
* 6 


. — — 


—— — - 
— enn S — - 


_ 
—— 


—— — 


— 


- 


' 


— 


- 
- _ - 
—— —— — — — ꝑ —— — — 
— _ . A 
> w . — 22 D > 
- 
- — — — 


L ET TE R 


110 A 


Genriawonan, 
CONCERNING. 
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their Infuncy, to be baptized by the - Epiſcopal 
Clergy, I have for your Eaſe ſet down my Ree» + 
Nenn 
ure, conſider and weigh them, with the greater 

l Need 
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I Need not take n _s ar Wb 
Argument concerns your own Purticalar; bt 
as it happens to be a Matter much controverted 
nat this time, whether Diſſenters Baptiſm be 
true and Effectual Baptiſm, I have taken ſome 
Paitis to inform my own Judgment in this 
Point, and think it very neceſſary for all Chi- 


Kians, eſpecially ſuch as have been baptized 


by Diſſenters, to examine well this Caſe, 
which is of the higheſt Importance: Laxful 
on all Hands (except Quakers) to be neceſſary 
to Salvation, = it is the only appointed Way of 
making a Covenant with God; the only Door 
and Entrance into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
und St. Paul affuring”us, that as there is Owe 
Lord, and one Faith, fo alſo but One Baptiſm, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins. 


THE preſert Queſtion then d, in what 
Hands hath God lodged the Power of min- 
firing this Sacrament, and whether it be walitl, 
when adminiſtred by a Diſſenting Miinifter? 
My Opinion is, that this Power was originally 
veſted in the Governors of the Church, who are 
now the Biſhops and their Clergy, and cannot 
. validly be exercifd by any other Perſon what- 
foerer, 


e FOR 
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Fo if we conſuls Reaſon, no Promiſe or 
Engagement, that is tranſacted in the Name 
of another, eſpecially if particular Benefits are 
ſtipulaed thereby, can be binding, without the 
Conſent and Authority of the Principal; much 
lefs, when done in Contradictien to his Expreſs 
Will and Command Therefore it muſt be 
highly prefurnptuous to expect, that God fhould 
make good the Engagements, which are made 
by Perſons. in his Name, whom he has not im- 
r pm rpm for bim. 

FROM the Hiſtory ot the Inſtitution of 
this/ Sacrament it appears (and is not denied) 
that the Power of Baptiſm was committed by 
our Saviour to thoſe Perſons, whom he ſent to 
Preach. And indeed it could not be otherwiſe, 
but that the ſame Men, who Preach'd the Geſpel, 
ſhould alſo have the Power of Admitting of 
Converts into the Church by Baptiſm; both of 
them being Miniſterial Acts, which it was im- 
poſſible the Proſelytes could do for Themfelves. 
And if none can Preach, except they be ſent, 
much leſs can they Beptize, which of the two 
is the moſt Epe: Ack a 
3 


| WE road of 70 Diſciples Commiſſioned by 
aur Lord in his Life-time to go forth and Preach, - 
B 2 and 


[4] 

and of 500 Brethren who were Witneſſes of his 
Reſurrection; but it is very obſervable, that be- 
fore his Aſcent into Heaven, he commanded 
the Eleven Diſciples only, to meet him in a Moun- 
tain Apart, far diſtant from Feruſalem, and there 
Conſecrated them, as his Succeſſors, into the 
higheſt Office of the Prieſthood, which he him- 
ſelf held upon Earth; the particular Branches 
of which Office are ſpecified in the Commiſſion 
he gave them, to be theſe three, 1. Preaching, 
for the Converſion of all Nations. 2. Baptiſm, 
for their Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Church: 
and 3. Teaching, for their further Inſtruction 
in all other Things neceſſary to Salvation; and 
then cloſed all with a Promiſe of being with 
Them, and ſuch as Them, namely their Succeſ- 
| fors, to the End of the World, to ratify, and 
confirm theſe ſeveral Acts of the Sacerdotal 
Office. 


' WHERE-EVER any Mention is made of 


Baptiſm after this, we find it conſtantly per- 


formed by the Apoftles, or ſuch as They ap- 
pointed. And to obviate that weak Objection 
of the 3000 Perſons baptized in Ore Day, it 
is ſufficient to obſerve that there were Twelve 
Apoſtles, and the Seventy Diſciples to do and 
aſſiſt in this; and it does not appear from that 
Paſſage, that this great Number was all baptiz d 
in the Compaſs of one Day, and as for e 
r 


[5] 

ral Practice of the Church, which, in Matters 
of Fact eſpecially, muſt be allow'd a certain 
Evidence of what the Apoſtles did, and taught, 
it never vary'd for 1500 Years, except in ſome © 
few Inſtances, which were only Caſes of Neceſſi- 
ty, or ſo ſuppoſed to be, and can therefore be of: 
no great Conſequence in the preſent Diſpute. 


THE next Queſtion is, who are the Mi-- 
niſters, that zow have the lawful Power of Bap- 
tizing committed to them, that ſo we may be» 
aſſured where to apply ourſelves for a due and: 
undoubted Admiſſion into the Church. This 
is of the utmoſt Conſequence to be welt- 
aſſured of, becauſe we are taught, that who-fo--- 
ever would be ſaved muſt firſt be added. to the. 
Church. 


TO be rightly inform'd in this neceſſary 
Point, let us obſerve, that as St. Paul defines a 
Prieft to be one, that is taken from among Men, 
and ordained for Men in Things pertaining umto 
God : Ir is plain then there are a Set of Perſons 
fet apart by God to miniſter for him in Holy 
Things; and that of Courſe all others are ex- 
cluded; No Man (as he goes on) taking this 
Honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God, 
at was Aaron. 


4 B 3 | EFF 
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IF we conſider further the Mauer God has 
been pleaſed to uſe, in appointing his Prieſts, 
*rwill with much Eaſe and Clearneſs, direct us 
to find the true Ones Now, in thefe unhappy 
and perilous Times, when all Things ſacred 
have in their Turns been impugned and called 
in Queſtion. 


Is plai che Church has never been wich 


_—_ 


out a Prieſt-hood: Before the Law, we find 


it was veſted in the Head of the Family, whence 
it often happen d that the Kingly and Prieſt- 
ly Offices were both joined and united in the 
ſame Perſon, as both * facred and & prophane, 
Hiſtory doteſtify. 


AT the giving the Law to the Fews, God 
by a particular Deſignation, ſet apart the whole 
Tribe of Levi to be his Priefts, and conferred 
the Dignity of the High Prieſthood on Aaron 
and his Sons, by a lineal Succeſſion and Deſcent; 
and we may learn by the amazing and unexam- 


' pled Puniſhment of Corab and his Accomplices, 


what a high Crime and Provocation it is, for any 
Unauthorized Perſon to invade, or even pretend 
to, the Prieſtiy Office. That ſeaſonable Inſtance 
of Divine Vengeance againſt thoſe bold Uſurpers, 


2 Melchiſedech $ Anius, 
| deterr all 


—  -- 


(73 
deterrd the Fews from any ſuch preſumptuous 
Attempts for the future; For after this remark- 
able Judgment, we do not read that any of the 
People ever dared. to meddle with Prieſtly Acts, 
except Saul and Uzziah, who took upon them- 
ſelyes to offer Sacrifice. But altho* they were 
mighty Kings, they did not eſcape the ſevere 
Juſtice of God for this heinous Offence; it not 
appertaining to them (as the Prieſt remonſtrated 
to Uxaiab) & to burn lucenſe um the Lord 3 
c but to the Prieſts the Sons of Aaron, that wert 
c coonſecrated to burn Incenſe; and therefore, as 
a juſt Penalty of their Crime, the firſt foifeited 
his Kingdom, and the other was cut off from | 
the Houſe of the Lord by an incurable Leproſy, | | 
for invading the Rights and Offices of the Prieſt- i 
hood. I 

THE Pradice of the Tea Tiles afer their qi 
| Ruprure and Schifm., frog the true Church of; 8] 
; | Zeraſalem, in making Prieſts of the meaneſt of I 
be People, is a Caſe too parallel to the Schiſm | 
of our preſent Diſſenters, to be produced for a | 
Precedent againſt the Eſtabliſhment of a regular 1 
Prieſthood ordained of God; and is recorded as 1 
a flagrant Inſtance of Jerabaams Impiety, cho ql 
uſing this Means to engage the People in Idola- if 
„Ju, is ſaid to have made Iſrael to ſin; for by 1 

changing the Prieſthood, he ſoon brought them | 

to change their GG . 


NOR 


* * — — oa _ 2 . N 
— — 2 — — I — 2s 


E 


NOR may we think, that the Prieſthood is 
leſs Sacred and Appropriate under the Goſpel, 


than it Was under the Law; for,” 


As our Lord changed the Seal of the Co- 
venant from Circumciſion to Baptiſm, ſo he 
was himſelf ordained Prieſt, he transferr'd the 
Prieſthood from the Tribe of Levi and Family 
of Auron, to Choſen Wirneſſes; who had con- 
ſtantly attended him from the time he was bap- 
tizd of John in the River Jordan, to his Reſur- 
rection; and alter'd the Nature of Succeſſion, 
from a lineal Deſcent and Inheritance, to an ex- 
ternal "ow Ne meme, by Impoſition of 
Hands. 


AND as Aaron was by a Demonſtration, as 
evident to the Senſes, as it was miraculous; cer- 


tified r6*thE' People t&be'the true High Prieft 
of God, fo alſo it is obſervable (as St. Paul takes 


notice) that our Saviour himſelf, notwithſtanding 
his Supereminent Gifts, and Qualifications, did 
ot glorify himſelf to be made an High Prieſt, till 

he was appointed thereto by God; which was 


done in a viſible and audible Manner by a Voice | 


from Heaven; and an apparent Deſcent of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, that fo all Perſons preſent might be af- 


® Heb. V. 3. 
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ſired, that from thence-forward H E was Conſe- 
crated to be an High Prieſt; for that is the true 
Import of thoſe Words, F— This .is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleaſed; i. e.“ This Per- 
« ſon,. whom you ſee my Spirit reſting upon, is 
« my Son; that Son of my Love, whoſe coming 
cc the Prophets have foretold, and whom I now 
« viſibly appoint to be my Prieſt, to attone, by 
cc his wag rr 
4 Mankind. ROTTING © 


NOW that Aſſertion of the Apoſtle's, + where 
in he declares, as an undoubted Maxim, that 2 
Man taketh that Honour unto himſelf, but he that 
is ordained of God, as was: Aaron, muſt necella» 
_ ily) reſpe& the Goſpel-Miniſtry, as, welt as the 
Levitical; becauſe he expreſſes it in the time then 
preſent; and immediately quotes the Example ot 
Chriſt, to prove, that no Perſon whatſdever is ca- 
pable of being a Prieſt, or tranſacting in things 
pertaining to God, without ſuch a viſible Ap- 
pointavent and Ordination e d e 
Cunts r's . pct. 


THIS viſible Infirution of Clergy in che Chri- 
ſtian Church, is much to be obſerv d and inſiſted 
on, as the certain Mark of true and regular Or- 
dination; and all other Methods of entring into 


6 Mat. iii. 17. : 1 if Heb, V. 4. 
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vot, faith he, but to ſteal, to kill, and is deſtrey. 
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the Miniſtry, are no other than a Sacrilegious In- 
truſion; or; as our: Saviour with ſome Vebemence 
aſſures us. Voerily I [ay mo you, he that en- 
treth not by the Dovr into the Sheepfold, but climb- 
eth up ſome other way, the ſame is a Thief and « 
Robber. And that ſuch an Ufurper of Holy 
Orders is tar from doing any good to the Flock, 
much lefs inftrumental to their Salvation, appears 


_ THIS, we may preſume was the Reaſon, why 
dur Saviour took that ſpecial Care in the Manner 
of Ordaining his Eleven Apoſtles: Firſt, he fepa- 
rated therm from the World, by taking them into 


A lltaryPlace art: Here he opens to them his 
co Cmmiſfion; then Breaths on thern viſibly, - 


and with an audible — —4 
nies they were all Witneſſes one for another) he 
bade them Receive the Holy Ghoſt; and dele- 
gates to them the Power of Baptiſm and Preach- 
ug, in as full and ample manner as he himſelf had 
received it from His Father. And; to the Intent 
that the reſt of the Church, and all the People, 
might be convinced that theſe were his true Mi- 
niſters, he afterwards ſent down the Holy Spirit, 
— 077 ee, ang; — 


® Jobn. x. 2. 


THE 
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THE Practice of the-Apoftlcs, in Ordaining 
. —— 
Apparency and external Rite of Ordination; Sr. 
Matthias being viſibly marked out and choſen by 
L, and then by Prayer and laying on of their 
| * b 


THUS alſo (A: xiii. 2-3.) the Holy Ghoſt 


commanded Pau] and Rernahas to be ſeparated 
uro him for the Work whereunto he had called 
them; and ven rhe Elders, or chief Governors 
of the Ohurch had faſted and prayed, ant by 
— — — 


this, in che 4th Verſe, is-callod, Their 
ferch by . Ghoſt. being Fs 


THE Word in the Origin) n 


which we render i, does literally ſignify 
Inpoſitiam uf Hauk, which is a wilible external 
Mion, and by St. Pau! (Heb.i. 2.) is reckoned 
amongſt: the chief Doctrines, and firſt Rudiments 
of che Chriſtian Religion. 


AND Sn and Power d pee 
was at firſt committed to the Apoſtles, by tour 
Lord Ixsus CRT, apart from, and excluſive 
of all-ochers; ſo afterwards, as far as the ſacred 
Hiſtory goes, we find it was conſtantly exerciſed 
2 EY 
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they then ent them away to the Geariles ; un 


Lia! 
the Lord's Vineyard; and by the ſucceeding Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, appears to have been per- 
petuated in their Succeſſors the Biſhops (accord- 
ing to our Lord's Promiſe) from that Time down 
to this, and never was controverted in the Church 
for 1500 Years together, until the Time of Joba 


THE Apoſtles (which word ſignifies Meſſer- 
gers) were ſo called from the Miſſon they imme- 
diately received from CHRIS H. Their Succeſ- 
ſors took the Name of Biſhops, or Overſeers, be- 
cauſe the Extentof their Power, and Cure of Souls, 
was particularly limited to a certain Diſtrict called 
Didceſe, and Biſhop's See, or Seat, where they 
_ conſtantly reſided, and fi uperintended their Flock: 
But each Biſhop's Power and Juriſdiction within 
their reſpective Sees, was to all Intents and Pur- 


poſes the ſame with the Apoſtles ; as appears plain- 


iy from the ſuperior Rank which St. James (tho 


not one of the twelve Apoſtles) held in his own 
See at Feruſalem, in that firſt Council ot the 
Apoſtles and Elders; and alſo from the Charge 
given to Biſhops by St. Paul, in his Epiſtles to 
Timothy and Titus, the firſt * of Nn 
and Crete. ‚ 


=” ought to be no Objection 4 — the pre- 
ſent Order of Bifhops, that they have not the ſame 
* Gifts which the Apoſtles had, becauſe 

ſuch 


3838 FEN or S2 
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fach e Gifts of Miracies and Tongues 
were no part of their Office, being common to 
all Chriſtians, as well Laity as Priefts, in the firſt 
Age and Infancy of the Church; and are now 
Univerſally withdrawn, becaufe the regular Inſti- 
turion of Clergy, to feed and inſtruct the Peb- 
ple in all things neceſſary, and a clear and fyffi- 
cient Publication of the Means of Grace in the 
Scriptures (that ſvrer Word of Prophecy) have ſu- 
perſeded the Uſe and Neceſſity of ſuch extraordina- 
ry Diſpenſations; ſb that if we will not, under 
theſ> Advantages, hear — (7. e. the Cl 
aud the Prophets (i. e. i 
wor'd we believe, cho . 
from the Dead. | 


| AND farther, to evitice is Nes of — 
Ae and cærtün Order of Clergy in the Church. 


dis 
Law, and under the Gotpel; Gop thought fit; ir 
Condeſcention to our Infirmities, to appoint exter. 


nol Signs and <fble Tokens of his Covobibt g 
that fo Mankind might not only be kept in 
membrance thereof, but alſo have a ſeniible 
Pledge to aſſure them of his Favour; and-40-pre- 


ceſſary that the Perſove, who on Gop'sPart-are 
w apply the Seals to the Coyengat, dhowd have: 


e 


vent all manner of Impoſture and Miſtakes ads L 
miniſtring theſe Holy Symbols, it was no lefs.ne» 
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as Viſible and Undoubted an Appointment to that 
Office; and ſince it appears that the ſame Autho- 
rity, which ordain'd. Baptiſm for the Seal of the 
Goſpel Covenant, did alſo at the ſame time deter- 
mine the Perſons, that ſhould adminiſter that Sa- 
crament, is it not plain, that a Right Adminiſtra- 
tor is as eſſential to the Validity thereof, as the 

right Form ef Water in the Name of che Holy 
Trinity? Beſides, what Man can ſ:y he Baptizes 
in the Name (i. e. on the Behalf) of Gop, who 
has not received a lawful Commiſſion for ſo do- 
ing? And indeed, were.not the ſertled and con- 
ſtant Manner of Ordination of Clergy in the 
Church, as evident a Mark of their true Miſſion, 
as the Nature of the thing will admit; it would 
be morally impoſlible to preſerve the right Uſe of 
the . Sacraments, .or prevent the Impoſitions of 
evil Men, who, under the ſpecious Pretences af 
greater Gifts, and 'SanCtity, might 3 
unawares, into that een, ee 7 


BUT our e whe akon the moſt 
effe@ual Method to prevent ſuch Impoſitions, fo 
ae alſo forewarns us, that, notwithſtanding all that 
Care, Fal ſe Teachers would arile, who ſhould 
teceive many; He calls them ravening Wolves 
„ Sheeps Claat hing, to arm us againſt their pre- 

ended Sanctity and Innocence; and charges, 
hat we go not after them; and St. Paul tells 
| Us, 


: f 15 ] 
gs, that in the latter Days (and that muſt be 
meant more particularly of theſe our unhappy 
Times) there will ariſe a Set of People, having 
the Form of Godlineſs, without the Power 


of; and deſcribes them, for our better notice, by 


theſe Marks, Creeping into Houſes, and leading 
Captive filly Women laden with Lufts, like 
Jannes aud Jambres the Egyptian Magicians, 
who; by their pretended Miracles, withſtood 
Moſes; (i. e. the lawful Governors of the Church; ) 
from ſuch he commands 10 turn away : And 
what he further adds of theſe People is ſuch a 
Mark of Diſtinction, as I dare aver agrees to 
no ſort of Chriſtians, but to our unhappy Secta- 
ries, namely, that not enduring ſound Docrrius, 
after their own Luſts, they ſhould heap to them- 
ſelves Teachers, having itching Ears; and I ap- 
peal to the Practice of our Diſſenters, in che 


calling and electing their Miniſters, by meer 


Authority of Lay-men, as a plain Prob of this 


Obſervation. 


— 
* 


THE Church of ei even in he moſt 


corrupt Ages of Popery and Superſtition, never 
went this Length, as to reject their own Clergy, 
and ſet up Teachers of their own, till Calvin 
led the way, and invented the © Presb Yterian 
Scheme ot a Lay-Prieſthood, which is really a 
Contradiction in Terms; and what the Effect of 


C 2 that 
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+ that ſchiſmatical Ordination has been, we find by 


woeful Experience; inſtead of one Monſter of 
Popery, innumerable other Sects and Hereſies hav- 


ing ſprung up from thence, equally deſtructive 
of the Peace and Unity of the Church of CHRIST. 


hut admitting that much may be urged in Excuſe 


of Calvin, and the foreign Reformers, from the 


| Neceſſity of thoſe Times, where Epiſcopal Ordi- 


nation could not ſo eaſily be obtained; tis certain 
our Diſlenters have no ſuch Neceſlity to plead; 
all Abuſes in the Government and Diſcipline, of 
the Church as well as in its Doctrines, being truly 
reformed in this happy Nation, and nothing left 
that can admit of a reaſonable, or even tolerable, 
Objection. | | 


THAT our Biſhops are of the fame Sort with 
the Biſhops in the Primitive Church, and the di · 
rect Deſcendants and Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, 
is as evident to any candid Inquirer, as any Pedi- 
gree or Succeſſion whatſoever can be deduced 
and proved ; and is abundantly made out by ma- 
gy Authors that have written on that Subject. 
But where will the Diſſenters go to prove their 
Orders, but to their own fancy d Gifts and pre- 
tended Calls, to an Election by Laymen (accard- 
ing to che Prophecy of | heaping to themſelves 
Teachers), or of late, for the greater Solemanity, 


2 forwal Ordingrion of one anocher, ee 


[ 17 ] 
of in the World before, nor practiſed among 
themſelves till of late Years, when the Trade of 
Jockeys and Coblers, thruſting themſelves into 
Pulpits, grew too ſcandalous to be allow'd. 


BUT O have Mercy, Lord! on theſe poor 
unhappy People, who are led by ſuch blind Guides, 
and bring them out of this great Darkneſs and 
Shadow of Death, into the marvellous Light of 
thy true Church. . 


THESE e e and well con- 
ſider d. will direct us to the true and only Admi- 


niſtrators of Ba 
that have Epiſcopal Ordination; ſuch, bleſſed be 
Gop, we find in the Church of Exgland; which 
on its Reformation from Popery, did not, like 
its neighbouring Reformers, caſt away that Ca- 
tholick and truly Apoſtolical Inſtitution of Epiſ- 
copacy but ſaw the Reaſon and Neceſſity of Re- 
taining, as well the primitive Form of conferring 
Holy Orders, as the outward and viſible Signs in 
the two Sacraments. - 


BECAUSE, if the antient Fathers of the 
Church may be believed, * even thoſe Holy Mar- 
tyrs who ſcaled their Faith with their Blood, there 

Cyprian, Ignatius 


C 2 


ptiſm at tbis Time ; namely, to thoſe 
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can be us Obarch, where there is un High; and 
conſequent NN OD 7 


I know this is much exclaitned ä a 
moſt uncharitable Opinion; but I would have all 
Perſons thar ſet up for ſuch iri&t Charity conſider, 
that their Objection is a moſt notorious Reflection 
on the primitive Church in general, whom they 
manifeſtly condemn in compliment to Schiftng- 
ticks at home, and Churches irregularly reformed 
abroad; and let any judge how unjuſt, as well as 
wncharitable it is, to n thoſe glorious Saints 
of the firſt and pureſt Ages, of a damnable Sin, in 
favour of Men, whom they cannot, with all their 
Charity, but own, to be far Inferior to thoſe 
Holy Men, in true Love, and all manner of 


chriſtian en 


BUT i vc enter into S of the Cauſe, 


we ſhall find ſo little Reaſon for conderrming of 


Uncharitableneſ, this Doctrine of the Invalidity 
of Lay-Baptiſm, that T am perſuaded, the affert- 
ing of it is an Act of the higheſt Charity to the 


Souls of Men; and it gives me a ſecret Satisfa- 


Cor for the Part I have had, thro” Gopꝰ Grace; 
in convincing ome Perſons of this Truth, and 
now laying out my Endeavours for your Service 
and Inftructions-. | 


THE 
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THE Church of England does not ſay, that 
Baptiln, is ,abſolurely, but gegerally neceſtary to 
Salvation; ſo that, where it is gt. to he had at all 
cannot be obtained in zus regular Manner, 


or unchriſtianize any chat profes their Faith in 
unter; tho ſtill there will remain a great Ha- 
Tard, and no Man will pretend to ſay, that ſuch 
doubtful Baptiſm is as Valid and Effectual, as 
that, which. is adminifter'd 12-2 lawful and un- 


Baprifinz, ir would at leaſt be their wiſeſt Courſe 
to chuſe the ſecureſt Way in a Matter of ſo great 


Conſequence ;, and not expoſe themſelves and 
Children to ſo dreadful 2 Hazard, as cannot be 


certainly known, till too late to be avoided. Ts. 


it not therefore the trueſt Charity and Love of 
Souls, to warn Men, in Time, of their Danger, 
and call them back from the Brink of a Preci- 
pice? I dare ſay, were all our Divines Unani- 
mous, in condemning the pretended Bapriſin of 
Diſſenters, it would be the moſt effectual Way 
of bringing chem to the Church, and making 

them 
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them renounce their Schiſm; and What greater 
Charity can be ſhewn them than this? 


BU'T' as to thff Perſons, who, having been 
born of Di Parents, did receive Baptiſm 


from a Nonconfoſthing Miniſter; but when they 
come to Years of Diſcretion do (as all wiſe Men 


ought) confider the Grounds of their Religion, 
and examineinto the Truth of thoſe Principles 


they have been educated in, and are thereby 


convinced of their Error, forſake their Schiſm, 


and join themſelves to the Communion of the 


Church of England, methinks they are under a 
double Obligation of receiving Lawful Baptiſm 
from the Hands ot her Miniſters, being required 
thereto, not only by the ſtanding Rule of CHRIS r, 
and his Church in general, as T have been en- 
deavouring to prove; but alſo by a plain Tnjun- 


ction of this Church in particular, whoſe Orders 


they are more immediately to regard and ſubmit 
to, eſpecially in a Matter of ſo great Conſe 


- quence: Nay, were this of Baptiſm only a Point 
of mereDiſcipline, ſince the Church allows none 


to exerciſe it but her own Lawful Miniſters, we 
have our Lord's Command and Example, * for 
paying a Dutiful Obedience to all the Laws of 


the Church we live in, which he there calls Fid- 


„Mat. iis. 15; 
filling 
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filling all Righteoufneſi. And to convince you, 1 
that our Holy Mother admits of no other Way | 
of entring into her Communion, but by Ba- 1 
ptiſeri; and that ſhe has ercluded all Perſons what — ||| 


; 


| 

| 

own Clergy, and ſuch as are Epiſcopally Ordain'd, | 
| 


I willhere ſet down one of her Articles at Len 
which, I think, plainly decides this Matter. | 


| 
| 
| 
S 
AxTICLE XXIII. | 
; 
| Of Miniftring is the Clngrigation- f 
I 
| Ig Beal for ay Man to take upon | 
, him the Office of publick Preaching or Mi- il. 
- WH © niftring the Sacraments in the Congregations | 
- I © Þ<fore bebe lawfully called and ſent;/to cine 
8 « the ſame; and thoſe we ought to judge lawfully ( 
t © called and ſent, which be called and choſen by j 
Mien, who have publick Authority given unto | 
t * them in the Congregation, to call and ſend Mi- " 
deen into the Lord's Vineyard.» | 
2 | 
| Anicle realy fl in the Senſe, — | 
it for, (namely, © that no Sacraments can be 1 
« Effectual, which are not adminiſtred by Per- 4 
< ſons duly authorized), that I would tran- | 
fg ſcribe | 


| \ 
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{tribe his whole Expoſition, were not my Letter 
already toolong ; but I muſt not omit to give you 
the Sentiments of ſome of the Holy Fathers on this 
Subject, which ſufficiently confirm the Trutli 
of the Argument I undertook to defend, and 
prove at the ſame time the Conformity between 
the primitive Church and ours. 


S. Baſil faith, & Laymen have no Power to 
cc baptize or ordain; for that (faith St. Athanaſius) 
cc is the Office only of ſuch as are over the Ca- 
ce tholick Church; for it belongs to Them Only, 
ce and to none Elſe, to give to drink of the 
2 - 20d of On RIS T. 


8. Chryſaftem, in a Treatiſe n 
poſe concerning Prieſtbood, has this remarkable 
Paſſage. © If none, ſays he, can enter into the 
< Kingdom of Heaven, unleſs he be born again 
ce of Water and the Spirit, and he that eateth 
c not, and drinketh not his Blood, is caſt out of 
«eternal Life; and none of theſe Things can 
ce be performed by any elſe but thoſe Holy Hands, 
6 I mean the Prieſts, how can any one, without 
c them, either ſhun the Fire of Hell; or be 
* mow. Temes” Wf-the Crowny, that are ſer 
© before us?” 


MANY 
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MAN more Arguments might I draw 
from the Nature of our Holy Covenant, which 
neceſſarily requires either G9D in Perſon, as 
was the Caſe with Adam, Noah, Abraham; and 
the us, or elſe ſome Man or Proxy in God's 
Stead, whom he alone can - appoint, and whoſe 
Miſſion muſt alſo be evident and undoubted for 
the Satisfaction of the People. I might inſiſt on 
the Practice of our Church in the Re-ordination 
of diſſenting Miniſters, when they turn to Her, 
as a very good Argument that their Baptiſms are 
as null and void as their Orders; and muſt be 
Re- adminiſter d 8 —_ er 
come Valid and Effectual. 


J might add, that by the Canons of our 
Church, all ſuch, as maintain ſeparate Congrega- 
tions in Oppoſition to her, are declared Excom- 
municate; and how can they admit others into 
the Church of CHRIS r, who are themſelves, 
excluded, and cut off? 


BUT I muſt not treſpaſs any longer on 
your Patience, and therefore haſten to conclude ; 
moſt earneſtly beſeeching Almighty Gop the 
Father of Mercy and Truth, That he will ſe- 
cond theſe my weak, but ſincere Endeavours; 
and by the * Influences of his Holy Spi- 

Lit, 
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1 ding in all 
i inform your| Underſtanding in 
— —— that as. true Baptiſm, is the 
Laver of Regeneration, for the Reimiſſion ot 
Sins, and the firſt Beginning of our Chriſtian Race, 
you may not by any Prejudice of Mind, any 
worldly Conſideration of Shame, or Fear, or In- 
tereſt come ſhort of the ineſtimabie Benefits, 
which we receive thereby; but DR 
o not as uncertainly ; ſo fight, not as 

— the Air; ſo ſubmit yourſelf to the 

— and Governors of the Church, —— 
—— 
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1 O let you lee to what Church the Doctrine 

of Lay-Baptiſm originally belongs, which 
the Diſſenters now practiſe, and many of our 
Clergy, who are of the Low- party hold and 
maintain, I here preſent you with the Opinion 
of the Church of Rome, tranſlated out of her 
Trent Catechiſm ; where, in treating of the Mi- 
niſters of Baptiſm, ſhe firſt. declares that the 
Biſhops are the Proper Adminiſtrators of this 
Sacrament, the Prieſts and Deacons next, in 
Subordination to them ; then ſhe has the follow- 
ing Order. 


« The laſt Degree is of thoſe, who may in 
« Caſes of Neceſſity, baptize, without the re- 
« gular Ceremonies. In which Number are all 
« Mex, even of the Laity, whether Men of 
« Women, whatever Se& they profeſs. Nay, 
c even to Fews, Infidels, and Hereticks this 
* hs is permitted, = Neceſſity = 

cc 
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« if ſo be they propoſe the doing of that 
cc which the Catholick Church intends, in this 
« kind of Adminiſtrition'; and this Doctrine 
ce häs 'been © confirm'd by Hany Decrees of 
cc the ancient Fathers and Councils, and alſo 
c ratified in the facred Council of Trent, 
« which pronounces àn Anathema aghinft all 
« ſuch as dare ſay, that Baptiſm adminiſtred 
ce in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy 
« Ghoſt even by Hereticks, when done with 
« the ſame Intention as the Church does it, 
Si not true * Baptiſm. 2 


Foxx of ' Dzvorton, 
FOR AN 


Avr PERSON, who is preparing 
for BAPTISM, 


The Sentences. 
Cam X CEPT a Man be born again, he 
FX cannot ſee the : Kingdom o of God. 


2 VERILY, verily, [ ſay unto you, 
except a Man be born of Water, and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the R of God. 


Fob. iii. 3, 5. 


THAT which is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, 
and that v which i i born of the Spirit, is Spirit 


112 MAR. 
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MARVEL not, chat I faid unto thee, ye 
muſt be born again; * 


THE Wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou 
heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; ſo is 
every one that is born of the Spirit. V. 6, 7, 8. 


FORASMUCH then as all Men are conceived 
Ad born in Sin, and that our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, 
none Can enter into, nor even ſee the Kingdom 
of God, except he be regenerate and born anew 
of Water and the Holy Ghoſt, let me call upon 
God the Father, thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that of his bounteous Mercy he will grant to me 
that thing which by Nature I cannot have; that 
ſo being baptized with Water and the Holy 
Spirit, and received into Chriſt's Holy Church, 
I may become a lively Member of the ſame, and 
finally inherit that glorious Kingdom, which he has 
prepared for us from the Beginning of the World, 
and in Baptiſm engages and promiſes to beſtow 
on all that believe on his Son our bleſſed Lord 
nd aviourSa Jeſus Chriſt. 


A PRAYER. 


Ar MIGHT V and everlaſting God, who of 
thy great Mercy didſt fave Noah and his 

Family in the Ark from periſhing by Water _ 

; | 5 
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and didſt alſo ſafely lead 1 of Iſrael 
thy People thro the Red- Sea, figuring thereby thy 
holy Baptiſm; and by the Baptiſm of thy well- 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt in the River Jordan didſt 
ſandtify Water to the waſhing, away of Sin; 1 
beſeech thee for thine infinite Mercies, that thou 
wilt mercifully look upon me thy Servant, waſh 


me and ſanctify me with the Holy Ghoſts chat 


being delivered from thy Wrath, may continue 
in the Ark of thy Church; and being Stedfaſt 
in Faith, Joyful thro Hope, rd dowd tn | 
rity, may {© paſs the Waves of this troubleſome 
Wold; that finally I may come to the Land ot 
everlaſting Life, there to reign with Thee World 
without _ * Chriſt our Lord. wy * 
. A * 


The Proper Palas on n/this i Oceaion 
The reych and the: . 


The Goſpel. 
Mark the x. ver. 130 


Ther brought young Children to Cbrich 
that he ſhould touch chem, and his Diſci- 
ples rebuked thoſe that brought them; But when 
Jeſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid 
unto them, Suffer * Chadren to come unto 
3 me, 


[ 39 ] 
me, and forbid them not, tor of ſuch i is tlie 
Kingdom of God. Verity T fay unts you, who- 
ſoever ſhall' not receive the Kingdom of 'God' 
as a little Child, he ſhall not enter therein. And 


he took them up in is Arms, put his Hands 
upon them,” ed bleſſed — ka 


AFTER "Y Goſpel, the Ant Perſon; who 
is preparing for Baptiſm, may ſay; Fe 


Han, 0 my Soul, in this Goſpel, the 
Words of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, chat 

He commanded the little Children'to be brought 
unto him; how he blamed thoſe that would have 
kept them from him; how he exhorteth all Men 
to follow their Innocency. I perceive how, by 
his outward Geſture and Deed, he declared his 
ood&-will toward them, for he. embraced them 
in his Arms, he laid his Hands upon them, and 
| bleſſed them; figuring to us thereby, his kind 
Reception of us in Baptiſm; and afterwards, his 
gracious Benediction by the Impoſition of Hands 
in Confirmation. Doubt not therefore, O my 
Soul, but earneſtly believe, that he will favoura- 
bly receive me alſo, his poor Servant, now com- 
ing to him in Baptiſm ; that he will embrace me 
with the Arms of his Mercy; that he will give 
unto me the Bleſſing of Eternal Life, and make 
me as a of his everlaſting Kingdom, Where- 


fore 
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fore being thus perſuaded of the Good - will of 
our Heavenly Father towards me, declared by 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and nothing doubting; but 
that he favourably receiveth all that come unto 
him in Holy Baptiſm, let me faithfully and de- 
voutly give Thanks unto him, and ſay, 


ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting God; Hea- 
venly Father, I give thee humble Thanks, that 
thou haſt vouchſafed to call me to the Know- 


ledge of thy Grace, and Faith in Thee: Increaſe 
this Knowledge, and confirm this Faith in me 
Evermore. Give thy Holy Spirit to me, thac 


being Born again, I may be made an Heir of 
everlaſting Salvation, thro' our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who liveth- and reigneth- with the Holy Spirit, 
now and- ever. Amen. 


An Examination for an adult Perſon- accord- 
ing to the Tenor of the Covenant, or Bap- 
tiſmal Vow. 


O renounce the Devil, and all his Works, 
the vain Pomps and Glory of the World, 


with all covetous Deſires of the ſame, and 


the carnal Deſires of the Fleſh, ſo as not to fol- 
low, nor be led by them? 


The 
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(WHICH; if Sincere, is called by St. pe 
The Anſwer of. a good 1 rewards God. 
1 Pet. li. 21.) et, Maeder 

| Lord, I W Hh 15 


DO I Believe in God, the Farmer Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth; and in Jxsus 
CHRIr his only Son, our Lord; chat he was Con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin 
Mary, that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
Cracified, Dead and Buried; that he went'down 
into Hell; and alſo did riſe again the third Day, 
that he aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth at the 


right Hand of God the Father Almighty ; and 


from thence ſhall come again at the End of the 
World, to judge the Quick and the Dead ? 


d AND do I believe in the Hory Gnosr, 
the Holy Catholick Church, the Communion of 


Saints, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſurrection 
of the TRY and Everlaſting Life after Death ? 


The Anſwer. 


| (WHICH. if True, may be called The 
Anſwer of Faith. James v. 15.) | 
All this J ſtedfaſtly Believe. 

| | AM 
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AM willing to be Baptized in this Faith? 
THAT, O Lord, is my Deſire. 

AMI reſolved Obediently to keep God's 
Holy Will and Commandments, and to walk in 
the ſame all the Days of my Life? 

The Anſwer, 


I am, 'and by God's Help I will; and I moſt 
heartily thank our Heavenly Father, that he hath 
called me to this State of Salvation, thro* Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord: And I earneſtly pray him, to 
give me his Grace, that I may continue in the 
lame all the Days of my Life. 


Prayers at the Font, before Baptiſm ; and 


afterwards to be joined in, along with the 


Miniſter, by @ hearty Amen. 


Merciful God, grant that the old Adam in 
me may be ſo buried, that the New Man 
may be raiſed up in me. Amen. 


GRANT chat all Carnal Affections may die 
in me, and that all Things belonging to the Spi- 
rit, may live and grow in me. Amen. 

GRANT 


mou „ ͤ er — Ä « 
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GRANT that I may have Power and 


Strength to have Victory, and to triumph 
againſt the Devil, the World, and the Fleſh. 


Auer. 


GRAN T that I, and whoſoever elle is de- 
dicated to Thee by this charitable Office and 
Miniſtry may be endued with heayenly Virtues; 
and everlaſtingly rewarded thro' thy Mercy, O 
bleſſed Lord God, who doſt live and govern all 
Things, World withou t End. Amen, 


Ou God for now I may call Thee Mine; 


Thou art true and holy! O my Soul, that 
now art waſhed from Sin, Thou art bleſſed and 
happy! O the Depth of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God! How great is his Mercy, how 
pris his Love to the poor ſinful Sons of 

— Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me, praiſe his Holy Name. Praiſe 
the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Be- 
nefits; who faveth thy Life from Deſtruction, 
and crowns thee with Mercy and loving Kind- 
neſs. Glory be to God on high, and on Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. I worſhip Te 
O Lord, and magnify thy Name for ever, W ho 
haſt vouchſafed to fill my Heart with Siu, 
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and to receiye me into thy Holy Cliurch, to 
make me a Member of thy Dear Son, to make 
me a Child of Thitie, and ſettle an Eternal Inhe- 
ritance upon me, in thy Kingdom of Heaven. I 
moſt humbly implore thy Grace, O heavenly Fa- 
ther that 188 walk worthy of this Holy Voca- 
tion, chat by true Repentance for my Sins, and 
a ſteady Continuance in good Works, I may 
faithfully perform my Vows, and at length obtain 
thy Heavenly Promiſes, even the Salvation of 
my Soul, io” Jeſus Chriſt cir Lord. Amen. 


IF there [hold be 30 Time for this in the 
Church, it may be uſed at Home, and ad- 
ded tothe following. * 


At Home, Retire and fay, 


I am now by God's great Goodneſs, received 
into o the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock, and 
have been ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, in 
Token that hereafter I ſhould not be aſhamed to 


confeſs the Paith of Chriſt Crucify'd, and manfully 


to fight under his Banner, againſt Sin, the World, 
and the Devil, and to continue Chriſt's faithful 
Soldier and Servant-unto my Life's End. 


Seeing then that I am Regenerated and grafted 
into the Body of Chriſt's Church, let me give 


Thanks unto Almighty God for theſe Benefits, 


and 
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Father, that it hath pleaſed thee $9 Tx. me 
wich thy Holy; Spirit, to, receive. ne for thine 


own Child by Adoption, and to. incorporate me 
into thy Holy Church; and humbly beſeech ther 


to grant, that I being dead unto Sin, and livir 
unto Righteouſnely, and being * by Bapelſ byri 
with. Chriſt into his Death, may crucify the: Old 
Man, and utterly aboliſh the whole Body of, 5 ; 


and that as I am now made Partaker of the Death 
| of thy Son, I may alſo be made Partaker of his Re- 
ſurrection, ſo that With the Reſidne of thy Holy 
F Church, I may be an Mccritor « of thy Everlaſting 
f Kingdom, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amex. 
k | 
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: THE Lackblefinecant; RY the! Lord 
lift up the Light of his Countenance upon me, 


iS and give me Peace nw, and for "everiniore, 


' Amen, „ D 1 01 
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